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Water Quality Testing — Plans for 2026

« Continues as a key BCLSA initiative

* Overall, results show our lake is healthy

 In addition to the regular testing, the BCLSA g
will continue to participate in three other water

. e Yoy East Bay
quality programs: PPy

Sunset Bay Christian

« Lake Partner Program which measures
water clarity, phosphorus, calcium and BiECdar ke D
nitrogen Tt s B cary)

* Trent University Study ‘ ‘Pﬂ,

« Climate Change Project coordinated by Bay &
the Kawartha Lake Stewards Association ey ® @ &

(KLSA) m“"‘& 5 o <]

* Find results at BCLSA website.
https://www.bclsa.ca/lake-data/
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eColi Testing Results (cfu/100ml) for 2017 - 2025

Sample Site 37 A Q o 37 N > AY Q

3
#600 — Base of Hungry Bay (nearshore) (2|02 (0|1 2 1 O|##6|0|3|7|5|4|4|7(4|7|2|4|60|3011 0 4

#600a - Base of Hungry Bay (near 600) 1

#600b - Base of Hungry Bay (near 600 in bay) 3

#600c - Base of Hungry Bay (near 600) H#it| 2 26(13|5|5(7(11|2|1|1|4(13|8 |0 |0
#600d - Mouth of Hungry Bay (west shore) 2/0|3(9(1)3|0]|9(0]|1
#610 —Inlet in Sunset Bay o(oj0|0O]|D 4] 0 o|(1|o(o|j1|1|1|(4(4(0|0|0O|O|O| 4|0 |4|1|0(2|2|(0|1|0|2|1|0(4)11(4|4|0|1
#620 — Inlet behind McGill Island 107|023 1 1 6(0|4|3(1(8|1|0|3|9|1]|1]|1 13| 4 |3 [(##)1|6|5|1|30|6|1|2(4|8))12|1(1]2]|1
#630 —In front of camp, east end of lake |0| 0|2 0|0 0 1 1/0(1|1|/0|0|0[3]2|0]|2[{1]|0Of21| 2 |5 |2|2]|2|0]|1]|8 1/3|0/0(0JO[1|0]|1]|0
#640 — Cole's Bay (prev reported by KLSA/O|0|0|0[1]|1|11|/0|2]|2[1|1({3|4[4|3|1|0[{1]|0[2|8|0]|0 39| 5 (3[|4/3|1|1|2({0|0|7|## 9|03 |1[1(0]O
#650 — Base of Bolton’s Bay (near shore) | 1|12 | 0|0 4] 2 1(0|0|&8(7(2|2|7|1|2|4|#|4(4(173| 5 7|1|0(1|4|2(0|1|11|6|12(0 E 3 |12| 2 »

In 2022, the eColi tests with high results were from after a heavy rainfall, resulting in much higher values.
Subsequent tests, all but one of the sites had returned to lower near-normal levels, thus this site was chosen for ongoing tests.
In 2024 an additional site was added to Hungry Bay to illustrate the localized nature of eColi testing.

* KLSA considers countsover 50cfu/100mL as “high” for Kawartha Lakes and triggers retesting. Counts
20 and below (with occasional between 20—50i are normal for Kawartha Lakes. The safe swimming level (at which

PUBIEEEEEhESEeese) is below Count of zero for drinking water.

25-Jul-22 was after heavy rain that fell the day before, so high counts could be from run-off. Second high reading in
Hungry Bay warranted additional testing in the next test period, so 3 additional tests were taken in that location.
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E.Coli Guidance

eColi is a “biological indicator”
At risk: children, elderly, compromised immunity
Bacteria levels change quickly

To reduce risk:
« Wait 24 hours after heavy rain to swim
« Don’t swallow lake water

If concerned, you may do your own localized
testing
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Other BCLSA Water Quality Publications available on website:

Trent Aquatic Research Program

Kawartha Highlands 0 2 6

Water Quality Report
We have much to report from our research and monitoring of the Kawartha High-
land lakes from the past year. Before doing that, we would like to thank all of thr
cottage associations and groups that helped support us financially this year. Thes
funds are invaluable as they help cover costs of travel, sampling equipment, s
dent salaries, and lab analyses. Support from the Kawartha Highland Provir
Park has once again been tremendous. They assist us with sampling effor

park lakes, many of which are quite difficult to access for sampling purposes 'h’/?es
assistance in deploying and retrieving monitoring buoys this past summer w

invaluable. A final word of thanks to our own group: Shirina Begum, Emi’ Ope ory
tian, Sen Han, Ella Honey, Joanna Gauthier, Vedanti Ghatwala, Kendrs Thi he
Fayers, Emily McCormack, Abbey McGuire, Jack Millar, Sherryann Pr ,,?,Zf/'fy'

Claire Stevens. These are the folks who make it all happen whether it Matiy

in the field, processing samples in the lab, or completing the extensive 4
yses in the laboratory. Our program is built on teamwork and couldn’t
out the contributions of you all.

Our research activities this past year (2025) included the norr "
lake sampling and a number of other sampling efforts. With a p und:” Vig,
Sherryann Prowell, we installed two buoys, one in Bottle Lake ”’E‘fef,b”dlf,; Ihef('gu.
Lake, to track changes in lake oxygen and dissolved organic mr Also, )
bottom waters. Shirina Begum contributed with her project samr e p, ! thig
es (carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide) in many of
locations (close to shore, deepwater). A new member of our 0"50/9
took samples for analysis of lake fungal communities. The E.esenOt@t/)' ats’hg
efforts are on-going but we will share results in the future oy, Pory ’Sfflg/,a/r
able. O by

Nay,;
We would like to hear back from you. Email us if you cg"fg;?!e -
quality related to discuss whether that's a concern or’ °’Urt/,er‘j?"/a,'n 5’7 Othg,
are happy to share our knowledge of water in the K
reach us by emailing the Trent Aquatic Research Pro Sitg

This report is produced by the Trent Aquatic Research Program, Trent o.
direct all questions and inguiries about this report to Dr. Paul Frost. Email: paulfros..
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